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Abstract 

Theatre-based pedagogy is an experiential and expressive approach that integrates dramatic 

arts into value education. It helps learners understand ethical principles, moral reasoning, 

empathy, and social responsibility through performance, role-play, and reflective activities. 

This paper explores the concept of theatre in education, its relevance in value development, 

its classroom applications, benefits, challenges, and the role of teachers in implementing 

theatre-based learning effectively. 
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Introduction 

Value education plays a crucial role in shaping responsible and ethical individuals in society. 

In modern education systems, there is a growing need to move beyond rote memorization and 

incorporate experiential methods. Theatre provides a powerful medium to teach values such 

as honesty, empathy, cooperation, and respect. Through dramatic expression, learners engage 

emotionally and intellectually with real-life moral situations, making learning meaningful and 

long-lasting. 

Objectives 

The objectives of this paper are to understand the role of theatre in value education, analyze 

its effectiveness in teaching moral values, explore methods of integrating theatre into 

classroom teaching, and identify its advantages and limitations. 

Concept of Theatre in Education 

Theatre in education refers to the use of dramatic techniques such as role-play, improvisation, 

storytelling, and performance to facilitate learning. It allows students to explore moral 
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dilemmas, social issues, and ethical scenarios in a safe and reflective environment. The focus 

is not on performance alone but on learning through participation and reflection. 

Importance of Value Education through Theatre 

Theatre helps students internalize values by experiencing situations rather than merely 

hearing about them. It promotes empathy by allowing learners to step into different roles and 

perspectives. It also encourages critical thinking about moral choices and their consequences. 

Furthermore, theatre fosters emotional development and strengthens interpersonal 

relationships among students. 

Theatre Techniques Used in Education 

Common techniques include role-play, where students act out moral situations; simulation, 

where real-life ethical dilemmas are recreated; forum theatre, where audience participation 

influences outcomes; storytelling, which conveys moral lessons; and improvisation, which 

encourages spontaneous moral decision-making. 

Classroom Applications 

Theatre can be applied in various subjects and school activities. In moral science, students 

can enact situations involving honesty and integrity. In social studies, issues like 

discrimination, justice, and equality can be explored. In language classes, stories with moral 

lessons can be dramatized. School assemblies and extracurricular programs can also integrate 

theatre for value reinforcement. 

Advantages 

Theatre enhances emotional intelligence, empathy, communication skills, and creativity. It 

makes abstract values concrete and understandable. It increases student engagement and 

participation. It also improves teamwork, confidence, and reflective thinking, making 

learning more impactful. 

Limitations 

Implementation of theatre-based learning requires time, training, and creativity. Some 

students may feel shy or reluctant to perform. Lack of resources and large class sizes can also 

create challenges. Additionally, teachers may face difficulties in assessing value-based 

outcomes objectively. 

Role of Teacher 

The teacher acts as a facilitator who guides students in exploring moral scenarios. They create 

a safe environment for expression, encourage participation, and help students reflect on their 

experiences. Teachers must also ensure that value discussions remain respectful and 

inclusive. 



EduInspire-An International E-Journal 
An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal   (www.ctegujarat.org) 

 Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter) Email:- ctefeduinspire@gmail.com  
 

 

Volume 13   Special Issue 2.1 18 July-2026 

 

EduInspire- E-Journal -ISSN- 2349-7076 
 

Findings and Discussion 

Research indicates that theatre-based learning significantly enhances value internalization 

among students. Learners show improved empathy, moral reasoning, and social awareness. 

Schools that integrate theatre report better student behavior and engagement. However, 

effectiveness depends on teacher competency and institutional support. 

Suggestions 

Teacher training programs should include theatre pedagogy. Schools should establish drama 

clubs and value education workshops. Curriculum designers should integrate theatre activities 

into moral education syllabi. Continuous assessment through reflective journals can be used. 

Conclusion 

Theatre is a powerful tool for value education as it connects emotions with learning. It 

transforms abstract moral concepts into lived experiences. Despite challenges, its benefits in 

shaping responsible, empathetic, and socially aware individuals make it an essential 

pedagogical strategy. 
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