Vol-13 Special Issue-1.4 ISSN- 2349-7076

Edulnspire-An International E-Journal

An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal (www.ctegujarat.org)

Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter)
Patron: Prof. R. G. Kothari
Chief Editor: Prof. Jignesh B. Patel
Email:- Mo. 9429429550  ctefeduinspire@gmail.com

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: Philosophical, Socio-Cultural and Economic
Perspectives for Global Harmony

Dr. Anubha Pundhir, Mr.Akshya Chauhan,
Dr.Gayatri Gurvendra, Dr.Anubha Vasudhav
(GRD Academy- Dehradun),248009

Abstract
The ancient Indian philosophical doctrine of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, meaning ‘the whole
world is one family’, represents a universal ethical vision rooted in interconnectedness,
compassion, and collective responsibility. In the contemporary world characterized by
globalization, socio-political conflicts, environmental crises, and widening economic
inequalities, this concept assumes renewed significance. The present paper critically examines
the philosophical foundations, socio-cultural dimensions, and economic implications of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. It further explores its relevance in education, governance, and

international relations, arguing that the adoption of this value-based framework can foster

global harmony, sustainable development, and enduring peace.
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Introduction

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is a timeless philosophical ideal originating from the Maha
Upanishad, deeply embedded in the Indian knowledge tradition. It transcends boundaries of
nationality, religion, race, and culture by advocating a worldview where humanity is perceived
as one extended family. In contrast to exclusionary ideologies, this concept promotes
inclusivity, empathy, and moral responsibility. In today’s interdependent global society, the
relevance of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam lies in its ability to offer ethical solutions to global

challenges such as climate change, armed conflict, economic disparity, and cultural intolerance.

Philosophical Aspects of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
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Philosophically, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is grounded in Advaita Vedanta, which emphasizes
the essential unity of all existence. The doctrine encourages individuals to transcend self-
centeredness and cultivate compassion for all living beings. It aligns closely with the principles
of ahimsa (non-violence), satya (truth), and dharma (righteous duty). The concept reinforces
moral universalism by asserting that ethical obligations extend beyond immediate social groups
to the entire world. Integrating this philosophy into education can nurture ethical consciousness,
emotional intelligence, and global citizenship.

Socio-Cultural Dimensions of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam

From a socio-cultural perspective, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam encourages respect for diversity
while fostering unity. It supports intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding as
mechanisms for resolving cross-cultural conflicts. In pluralistic societies, this philosophy
strengthens social cohesion by promoting tolerance and shared responsibility. Communities
guided by this ideal emphasize cooperation over competition, thereby contributing to social
harmony and collective well-being.

Economic Aspects of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam

Economically, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam advocates inclusive and sustainable development. It
challenges exploitative economic models and promotes ethical business practices that balance

profit with social and environmental responsibility. The philosophy supports equitable

distribution of resources, social justice, and long-term welfare. In this context, it resonates
strongly with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, emphasizing poverty
alleviation, environmental conservation, and global partnership.

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam for Humanity, Peace and Development

In international relations, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam provides a moral framework for peaceful
coexistence and cooperative global governance. It encourages nations to prioritize dialogue,
mutual respect, and shared responsibility over domination and conflict. The philosophy aligns
with global peace initiatives, humanitarian cooperation, and collective responses to global
crises such as pandemics and climate change.

Conclusion

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is not merely an ancient philosophical ideal but a practical and
relevant framework for addressing modern global challenges. By integrating this worldview
into education, economic systems, and international policy-making, humanity can progress
toward a more just, peaceful, and sustainable future. Reviving this ethical vision is essential for

fostering global harmony and shared human prosperity.
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