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Abstract 

Indian Knowledge System and the concept of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam are deeply 

interconnected. IKS creates a new world view that is rooted in axiomatic faith of Vasudhaiv 

Kutumbakam. This integration will lead to achieve the main objective of NEP-2020 to 

develop a holistic education which also holds the potential to contribute to global educational 

progress by offering diverse perspectives, enhancing multicultural understanding and 

preserving the invaluable knowledge that has been passed down through generations. This 

paper mainly focuses on the interconnectedness of IKS and the values of Vasudhaiv 

Kutumbakam and the curriculum changes required for inculcating values of Vasudhaiv 

Kutumbakam in education. 
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Introduction 

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) and the concept of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam are deeply 

intertwined and their relationship offers rich insights into how ancient Indian wisdom can 

inform modern global thinking, especially in the context of education, culture and ethics. 

Alignment of Indian Knowledge Systems with the values of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam can 

contribute to fostering a sense of global unity, empathy and shared responsibility. 

In a world that often feels divided along political, economic and cultural lines, the concept of 

Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam offers a timeless, yet very contemporary vision of unity. It 

reminds us that we are all part of the same global family, sharing a collective responsibility 

for each other's well-being and for the future of our planet. In the context of education, it is a 

call to develop not just intellectually capable individuals but compassionate, globally-minded 

citizens who are prepared to make a positive impact in the world. 
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IKS encompasses the foundational knowledge, Science, Engineering & Technology, 

Humanities and Social Sciences through a structured classification. IKS has evolved over 

millenniums. It has a wide range of several branches such as Astronomy, Ayurveda & Yoga, 

Mathematics and Computing, Languages and Linguistics, Metallurgy, Rasa-Shastra, Public 

Administration, War Technology, Management Science and many more. Integrating the 

concept of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam through IKS into education, as campaigned by NEP-

2020 aims to foster a holistic, sustainable worldview rooted in ancient Indian wisdom. This 

integration promotes global citizenship, ethical living and ecological balance by merging 

traditional, interdisciplinary knowledge with modern curriculum.  

Interconnectedness of IKS and the values of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam 

IKS and the concept of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam are deeply interconnected in the following 

ways- 

Shared Wisdom of Unity and Interconnectedness 

IKS, which include Vedic philosophy, yogic traditions, ancient sciences, spiritual teachings 

and Indigenous practices, emphasize the interconnectedness of all beings. This resonates with 

the core idea of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam, which teaches that the entire world is a family and 

all living beings share a common bond. 

Vedic Teachings: The Vedas articulate the oneness of the universe, where every element is 

part of the same cosmic fabric. The concept of ‘Ekam Sat’ (Truth is one) exemplifies the idea 

that despite apparent differences, all beings and paths are intrinsically connected to the same 

source. This reflects a universal, inclusive worldview where all living beings are part of a 

global family. 

Philosophical Wisdom: Indian philosophies such as Advaita Vedanta emphasize the oneness 

of all existence. There is no true separation between individuals or between humans and the 

universe. This supports the vision of a united world family, where borders and divisions are 

ultimately illusory. 

Yogic Practices: The philosophy of yoga, as articulated in the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali, 

teaches non-attachment, empathy and the interconnectedness of all beings.  

Environmental Ethics and Global Responsibility 

One of the core aspects of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam is the shared responsibility we have for 

the well-being of the planet and its ecosystems. This aligns well with the environmental ethics 

inherent in IKS. 

Sustainable Living: Ancient Indian knowledge systems, particularly in texts like the Rigveda 

and Upanishads, emphasize sustainable living and respect for nature. The Vedic concept of 



EduInspire-An International E-Journal 
An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal   (www.ctegujarat.org) 

 Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter) Email:- ctefeduinspire@gmail.com  
 

 

Volume 13   Special Issue 1.3 52 February-2026 

 

EduInspire- E-Journal -ISSN- 2349-7076 
 

Prakriti (nature) is considered sacred, and there is a belief that humans should live in harmony 

with the earth, taking only what is necessary and giving back to nature in return. This is in 

perfect harmony with the contemporary global discourse on sustainable development. 

Ayurveda and Ecological Balance: Traditional Indian knowledge systems like Ayurveda 

also reflect an understanding of the interconnectedness between human health and 

environmental health. Ayurveda teaches that physical and mental well-being is closely tied to 

the balance of the environment and therefore, humanity has a duty to protect the natural 

world. 

Water Conservation and Agricultural Practices: Ancient practices like rainwater 

harvesting, organic farming and natural resource management reflect IKS's long-standing 

understanding of living in harmony with nature, which can be incredibly relevant in today's 

discussions on sustainability. 

Education and Knowledge Sharing 

Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam requires that we look beyond local or national boundaries and see 

education as a shared global resource. IKS with its focus on holistic education, values the 

transmission of knowledge for the benefit of all humanity. 

Ancient Universities and Global Exchange: Ancient Indian universities like Nalanda and 

Takshashila were centres of global learning, attracting students from all over the world. These 

institutions were places where scholars from different parts of Asia, Africa and beyond, 

exchanged ideas freely. This spirit of open, global knowledge-sharing aligns with the values 

of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam, where knowledge is seen as a shared heritage for the entire 

world. 

Interdisciplinary Learning: Indian traditional education systems emphasized a holistic 

approach that blended spiritual wisdom with practical knowledge in sciences, mathematics, 

arts and social sciences. 

Language and Cultural Exchange: The ancient Indian tradition of learning multiple 

languages and engaging in cross-cultural exchanges can serve as a model for today’s 

education systems. Fostering cross-cultural understanding and breaking down linguistic and 

cultural barriers can help build a global family of interconnected learners. 

Peace and Conflict Resolution 

One of the essential elements of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam is promoting peace and harmony, 

not just at a national level, but across all human societies. The ancient teachings of IKS 

provide rich insights into conflict resolution, non-violence and peaceful coexistence. 
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Ahimsa: The principle of Ahimsa (non-violence), rooted in ancient Indian traditions and 

promotes the idea that global peace can only be achieved when individuals and nations 

practice compassion and non-violence in all aspects of life. This aligns directly with 

Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam, which advocates for peaceful coexistence among all people. 

Conflict Resolution: Indian traditions like Dharma (righteous living) provide frameworks for 

resolving conflict through dialogue, empathy and justice. These values can guide modern 

efforts to resolve global conflicts peacefully, emphasizing negotiation and mutual respect 

over war and violence. 

Curriculum changes for inculcating values of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam in Education 

To incorporate the values of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam into education, curriculum changes 

must focus on fostering a global perspective, empathy, respect for diversity and the shared 

responsibility for a sustainable future. Here are some key areas for curriculum reforms that 

can help inculcate these values: 

Global Citizenship Education  

Make students aware of their roles as global citizens, recognizing that their actions have a far-

reaching impact beyond local or national boundaries. Introduce courses that address global 

challenges like climate change, poverty, migration, inequality and human rights. Teach 

students about interconnectedness and how these issues transcend borders. 

Integrate the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals into various subjects, linking 

them to practical scenarios and teaching students how they can contribute to achieving them. 

Organize discussions on interdependence in social studies, economics and philosophy to 

make students understand that global well-being depends on collective action. 

Cross-Cultural Education 

Promote understanding and appreciation of diverse cultures, languages and traditions, and 

fostering an inclusive mind-set. 

Organise Cultural Exchange Programs. Establish school partnerships with institutions in other 

countries for virtual or in-person exchanges, allowing students to interact with peers from 

different cultural backgrounds. 

Broaden the history curriculum to include global civilizations and diverse cultural 

perspectives, not just the dominant narratives. Focus on the shared achievements of humanity, 

such as art, science and philosophy. 

Encourage multilingual education to enhance communication across cultures and break 

language barriers. Learning other languages promotes empathy and understanding. 

 



EduInspire-An International E-Journal 
An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal   (www.ctegujarat.org) 

 Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter) Email:- ctefeduinspire@gmail.com  
 

 

Volume 13   Special Issue 1.3 54 February-2026 

 

EduInspire- E-Journal -ISSN- 2349-7076 
 

Social-Emotional Learning  

Equip students with emotional intelligence and empathy, fostering healthy relationships and 

an understanding of others’ perspectives.  

Introduce empathy building lessons or activities that involve role-playing, group discussions 

and real-world scenarios where students have to put themselves in others' shoes whether in 

conflict zones, different cultures or diverse socioeconomic conditions. 

Include conflict resolution strategies and peace education to teach students how to handle 

disagreements constructively and resolve conflicts on personal, community and global levels. 

Integrate mindfulness practices into daily routines, e.g., meditation to develop patience, 

emotional regulation and a sense of shared humanity. 

Interdisciplinary Learning Approach 

To show students the interconnectedness of knowledge and the world, encouraging holistic 

thinking about global issues Interdisciplinary Learning Approach should be followed. 

In subjects like science, environmental studies and geography, include global environmental 

issues such as climate change, deforestation and pollution. Teach the importance of collective 

responsibility in environmental conservation. 

Expand the scope of social studies to cover not just national but also international 

governance, international law, diplomacy and human rights. 

Collaborative Projects and Problem-Based Learning 

Encourage teamwork, problem-solving and critical thinking abilities in addressing global 

challenges. 

Allot global Problem-Solving Projects where students can work in teams to research and 

propose solutions to these problems, such as creating sustainable cities, alleviating poverty or 

promoting social justice. This hands-on approach fosters collaboration and a sense of 

responsibility. 

Incorporate service learning projects where students engage with communities locally and 

globally, learning the importance of social responsibility and global solidarity. 

Ethics and Responsibility 

Develop students' understanding of moral responsibilities that go beyond the self, 

encouraging them to think about their role in the global family. 

Introduce courses on moral philosophy that deal with questions of justice, equality and rights 

on a global scale. Students can explore topics like global justice, human rights and the ethics 

of immigration, trade and war. 
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Make human rights education a core part of the curriculum, helping students understand the 

importance of human dignity and the need for protection and empowerment for all people, 

regardless of nationality, ethnicity or religion. 

Technology for Global Connectivity 

Leverage technology to create a connected world and enhance collaboration among students 

from different parts of the globe. 

Teach students how to use technology responsibly, fostering connections with peers around 

the world. Tools like virtual classrooms, collaborative online projects and digital 

communication platforms can help facilitate global dialogue. 

Create opportunities for students to participate in global forums, online debate competitions 

or collaborative research with international partners, enabling them to engage with diverse 

viewpoints and cultures. 

Include discussions on the ethical implications of emerging technologies, such as artificial 

intelligence and biotechnology and their potential global impact. 

Focus on Sustainability and the Environment 

Instil in students the importance of protecting the environment for the well-being of the entire 

planet. 

Teach students about the science, policy and social impact of climate change and emphasize 

global cooperation in tackling this crisis. 

Encourage sustainable practices within schools, such as waste reduction, energy conservation 

and promoting renewable resources.  

Link environmental sustainability with social justice, showing how marginalized 

communities are disproportionately affected by environmental degradation and how 

collective action is needed for a fair and sustainable world. 

Value-Based Leadership and Social Responsibility 

Develop leaders who are not only skilled but also compassionate and committed to global 

well-being. 

Create programs that focus on developing value-based leadership, where students learn how 

to lead with empathy, integrity and responsibility toward the greater good. 

Integrate lessons on ethical leadership, global diplomacy and social entrepreneurship, 

encouraging students to take initiatives that contribute to the well-being of humanity at large. 
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Conclusion 

Inculcating the values of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam through IKS into contemporary education 

can significantly enhance the educational experience by emphasising holistic development, 

personal growth and ethical values. The resurgence of IKS in education can ultimately lead to 

a more inclusive, balanced and sustainable global educational landscape. Incorporating IKS 

into contemporary education by making some changes in curriculum offers an opportunity to 

bridge the gap between ancient wisdom and modern knowledge systems. The curriculum 

should be designed to foster global interconnectedness, cultural sensitivity, empathy and 

shared responsibility for the common well-being. It is not enough to teach students facts and 

figures; the focus must shift to nurturing informed, compassionate and responsible global 

citizens who understand that the world is one family and that their actions impact not only 

their local communities but the entire planet.  
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