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Introduction : 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, a profound ancient Indian philosophy derived from the Maha 

Upanishad, translates to "the world is one family". It emphasizes universal kinship, 

interconnectedness, and shared responsibility, encouraging humanity to transcend divisions of 

race, religion, and nationality to foster global harmony and collective prosperity. “Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam” is a philosophical ideal and a practical guide for creating a more harmonious 

and interconnected world. By embracing this concept, we can work towards a future where 

everyone is valued, respected, and connected, fostering global peace and sustainability. rooted 

in ancient Indian philosophy, originating from the Mahopanishad  The term “Vasundhara” 

represents the Earth, and this concept advocates for a sense of shared responsibility toward 

each other and the planet. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is a foundational principle in Indian 

philosophy, particularly in the Vedanta tradition. It posits that the universe is interconnected 

and that all beings are part of one cosmic family. This idea emphasizes the interconnectedness 

of all life and the importance of compassion, empathy, and service towards others. 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, the ancient Indian concept that signifies the world as one family, 

holds profound implications for educational ethics. This philosophy fosters a global 

perspective, emphasizing interconnectedness, shared responsibility, and the holistic 

development of individuals as global citizens. This research article explores the application of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in shaping educational ethics and laws, proposing a framework that 

aligns educational principles with the values of global unity, sustainability, and inclusive 

growth. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of India is closely aligned with the 

philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which emphasizes the idea of the world as one 

family.  
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Core Principles for Harmony and Prosperity 

       One Earth, One Family, One Future: As the theme of India’s 2023 G20 Presidency, it 

promotes the idea that all life—human, animal, and plant—is interdependent, calling for a, 

"human-centric approach" to global challenges. 

Shared Responsibility & Solidarity: It encourages collective action on global issues such as 

climate change, pandemics, and economic inequality, advocating for a shift from self-

centeredness to collective consciousness. 

Conflict Resolution through Dialogue: It promotes peaceful coexistence, aiming to replace 

violence and coercion with dialogue and mutual understanding. 

Inclusive Growth: In economics, it drives collaboration and knowledge sharing, aiming to 

ensure that the benefits of progress reach everyone, fostering shared prosperity. 

Contemporary Relevance and Application 

Global Governance & Diplomacy: It inspires a move towards multilateralism, urging 

nations to act as members of a single family and prioritize the welfare of humanity over 

individual, narrow national interests. 

Sustainability: It aligns with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), encouraging 

sustainable practices to ensure resources for future generations. 

Social Harmony: It promotes empathy, compassion, and respect for diverse cultures and 

beliefs, helping to build a more just and inclusive society. 

Soft Power Strategy: It reinforces India's commitment to global peace, which has been 

highlighted in international forums like the UN General Assembly.  The Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam research initiative undertakes a profound exploration, delving into the essence 

and philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. In an age marked by unprece-dented 

technological advancement and global interconnectedness, the quest for global unity and 

peace has emerged as a moral imperative.  

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” for Prosperity 

"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam," translating to "the world is one family," is an ancient Indian 

philosophy emphasizing global interconnectedness and shared prosperity. As the theme of 

India's G20 Presidency, it promotes "One Earth, One Family, One Future," advocating for 

sustainable development, collaborative solutions to global challenges, and inclusive growth.  

Key aspects of this philosophy for global prosperity include: 

Inclusive Development: It encourages policies that prioritize equitable resource distribution, 

ensuring prosperity is shared rather than concentrated, aligning with the spirit of Sabka Saath, 

Sabka Vikas (Together with all, development for all). 
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Global Cooperation: This vision serves as a diplomatic tool for fostering partnerships, 

addressing climate change, and managing pandemics through collective, rather than 

individualistic, actions. 

Sustainable Future: By viewing the world as one family, it fosters a sense of responsibility 

toward the planet (one earth) and all living beings, promoting long-term ecological and 

economic harmony. 

Cultural Values: It champions values of non-violence, tolerance, and interdependence, 

which are vital for reducing global conflict and creating a stable environment conducive to 

prosperity. 

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” for International Harmony 

The human body, along with everything sentient and insentient in this world, is comprised of 

five elements—earth, water, fire, air and space. These five elements originate from Nature. 

This is why humankind and Nature are one. Knowing this truth through direct experience, the 

ancient ṛṣis of India declared vasudhaiva kuṭuṁbakam—“The world is one family.” So, it is 

only apt that the theme of India’s G20 presidency is this statement from the Upaniṣads: “One 

Earth, One Family.” 

The main duties of the C20 Forum are resolving issues people face in their fields of work, 

understanding public opinion, studying the problems people face in different areas, bringing 

them to the attention of the Indian Government and to the G20 nations, and suggesting 

solutions. 

Humankind is always trying various ways to make life easy and comfortable. It depends on 

many sources of power. As such, every nation is constantly striving to develop their strength 

as a nation, in terms of their military and arms, economics, as well as in terms of science and 

technology. From the perspective of security and progress, all are necessary. However, in our 

haste to strengthen ourselves in these areas, we have forgotten the force of Nature, which is 

even more powerful. We have forgotten the great truth that we are a part of this vast universe. 

Lately, Nature has been giving us a succession of “shock treatments” to remind us of this 

truth. Even so, we continue to behave as if we have Alzheimer’s—incapable of remembering 

our lessons.  

Humanity should strive to reach the peak of knowledge. Whatever research is required, it 

should be conducted. However, Amma feels that we should also be ready to investigate the 

power of spiritual thought and of a lifestyle established in spiritual principles. We should 

understand the necessity of this from the hints Nature and the universe keep sending us. Only 
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then will we be able to fulfil the principle of vasudhaiva kuṭaṁbakam, at least to some small 

extent. 

Key aspects of this philosophy for international harmony include: 

Universal Inclusivity: The concept transcends boundaries of race, religion, and nationality, 

treating all humanity as a single, interdependent family. 

Global Responsibility: It promotes a shared sense of responsibility for the planet's well-

being, including, and extending beyond, human life to include flora and fauna. 

Conflict Resolution: It emphasizes empathy, compassion, and dialogue over conflict, aiming 

for a peaceful and just world order. 

Sustainable Development: It promotes a shift from individualistic goals to collective, 

sustainable development, addressing global challenges like climate change and inequality. 

Conclusion 

"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" transforms the world from a collection of competitive nations 

into a unified community working toward shared prosperity, resilience, and peace. By 

adopting the principles of "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam", the world can move away from 

division and conflict, fostering a more inclusive, just, and harmonious international 

community. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam emphasizes global interconnectedness, shaping 

educational ethics towards collective responsibility. NEP 2020 aligns with Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam, promoting global citizenship and ethical education in India's framework. 
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