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Introduction: 

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, translating to "One Earth, One Family, One Future," is an 

ancient Sanskrit philosophy emphasizing that all life on Earth is interconnected and familial. 

As the motto of India's G20 Presidency, it promotes humanity, peace, and sustainable 

development by advocating for empathy, mutual respect, and collaborative action against 

global crises like climate change and pandemics. The term “Vasundhara” represents the 

Earth, and this concept advocates for a sense of shared responsibility toward each other and 

the planet. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is a foundational principle in Indian philosophy, 

particularly in the Vedanta tradition. It posits that the universe is interconnected and that all 

beings are part of one cosmic family. This idea emphasizes the interconnectedness of all life 

and the importance of compassion, empathy, and service towards others. Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam, the ancient Indian concept that signifies the world as one family, holds 

profound implications for educational ethics. This philosophy fosters a global perspective, 

emphasizing interconnectedness, shared responsibility, and the holistic development of 

individuals as global citizens. This research article explores the application of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam in shaping educational ethics and laws, proposing a framework that aligns 

educational principles with the values of global unity, sustainability, and inclusive growth. 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of India is closely aligned with the philosophy of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which emphasizes the idea of the world as one family.  

Key Dimensions of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”  

Humanity & Unity: It fosters a sense of global family, where all life—human, animal, and 

nature—is regarded as connected, moving beyond divides of race, nation, or religion. 

Global Peace: It acts as a framework for conflict resolution through dialogue and empathy, 

addressing issues like pandemic response and inequality, as demonstrated by India's 

humanitarian aid, such as vaccine supplies. 
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Sustainable Growth & Development: This concept advocates for environmentally sound 

development (cleaner, greener, bluer future) and economic equity, aiming for a, "just and 

inclusive world" rather than just materialistic, competitive growth. 

Practical Application: It serves as a guide for global citizenship and collective action on 

urgent crises like climate change. 

Concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and humanity: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, 

originating from the ancient Indian text Mahopanishad, translates to "The World is One 

Family". It embodies a profound, holistic philosophy of universal kinship, emphasizing that 

all humanity, and indeed all life forms, are interconnected, advocating for shared 

responsibility, compassion, and sustainable, peaceful coexistence.  

Core Concept and Philosophy 

Meaning: The phrase derives from Vasudha (the Earth/world) and Kutumbakam (family). 

Origins: Rooted in the Mahopanishad (Chapter 6, Verse 72) and also found in the Atharva 

Veda, this principle is a foundational aspect of Indian spiritual and cultural ethos. 

Interconnectedness: It signifies that despite differences in nationality, race, or religion, all 

humans belong to a single, global family. 

Universalism: It promotes the idea that every individual is part of a larger, divine, and 

interconnected whole.  

Humanity and Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 

Shared Destiny: The concept promotes the belief that the future of humanity is intertwined, 

requiring collective action for global issues. 

Compassion and Inclusivity: It fosters a sense of empathy, empathy, and non-violence 

toward others, encouraging acceptance of diversity rather than forcing uniformity. 

Ethical Responsibility: It advocates for a sense of duty, not just to one's nation, but to the 

entire world and the environment. 

Global Citizenship: It encourages thinking beyond borders, fostering a sense of global 

identity.  

Modern Relevance and Application 

G20 Presidency: India adopted "One Earth, One Family, One Future" (Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam) as the theme for its 2023 G20 Presidency to emphasize global solidarity. 

Conflict Resolution: In a divided world, it serves as a guiding principle for promoting peace, 

dialogue, and mutual understanding. 

Sustainability: It highlights the need to treat the Earth as a shared home, encouraging 

environmental stewardship.  
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Concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and peace? 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which translates to "One Earth, One Family, One Future," is the 

motto of India's G20 Presidency. The central idea upholds the value of all life, including that 

of humans, animals, plants and microorganisms, as well as the interdependence of these 

species both within and outside of our world. 

Concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and growth and development 

Core Components of the Concept 

Origin: Rooted in the Mahopanishad (Chapter 6, Verse 72), this philosophy promotes treating 

the entire world as a single, interconnected family. 

Key Principles: It promotes compassion, tolerance, and non-violence. 

Scope: It extends beyond humanity to include animals, plants, and microorganisms.  

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and Economic Growth 

Global Collaboration: It promotes economic liberalization and FDI, fostering partnerships 

that lead to shared, rather than competitive, growth. 

Technology Sharing: The concept encourages sharing innovations like the "India Stack 

(Aadhaar, UPI)" to foster global financial inclusion and digital empowerment. 

Sustainable Development: It shifts focus from relentless, resource-consuming growth to 

environmentally responsible, "cleaner, greener, bluer" development.  

Role in Development 

Inclusive Development: It aligns with the goal of ensuring development benefits all nations, 

particularly in developing countries. 

Crisis Response: The philosophy encourages mutual aid, as seen in India’s vaccine assistance 

to over 95 countries during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Conflict Resolution: It promotes dialogue to bridge social and political divides, enhancing 

global solidarity.  

Relevance in Modern Context 

G20 Presidency: India utilized the motto "One Earth, One Family, One Future" to emphasize 

interdependence in solving global crises. 

Environmental Action: It encourages a shift away from excessive consumerism towards 

ecological sustainability. 

Education: It focuses on fostering global citizenship, teaching individuals to understand the 

impact of their actions on the world.  
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Some features of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam for humanity, peace, growth and 

development 

Humanity & Unity: It emphasizes treating all beings with dignity, transcending, cultural, 

national, and religious boundaries. 

Peaceful Coexistence: The principle encourages, dialogue, conflict resolution, and mutual 

respect to foster, a, secure global environment. 

Sustainable Growth: It promotes responsible,, eco-friendly, actions for a "cleaner, greener, 

and bluer" planet. 

Collaborative Development: It underscores the need for, joint, efforts to address, global, 

crises such as, poverty, and, pandemics. 

Cultural Diplomacy: It highlights, India's, approach of sharing resources, and, fostering, 

cooperation for, the, global, south.  

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” for humanity 

Global Solidarity & Unity: It encourages looking beyond borders to foster a sense of shared 

responsibility for global issues like climate change, health crises, and poverty. 

Compassion and Peace: Inspired by Gandhian, it promotes non-violence, empathy, and 

understanding across cultures and nations. 

Interdependence: The philosophy extends beyond human, highlighting the essential 

connection between humans, animals, plants, and the environment, advocating for a greener, 

cleaner world. 

Inclusivity: It suggests that all living creatures share the same life energy, promoting a, 

compassionate, and equitable existence.  

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” for peace 

Core Philosophy: It views the entire world as an interconnected family, fostering a sense of 

shared destiny and mutual respect among nations and individuals. 

Conflict Resolution: The principle advocates for dialogue and peaceful, non-violent 

resolution to disputes, rejecting the "us-vs-them" mentality. 

Global Solidarity: It encourages cooperation on global challenges like climate change, 

pandemics, and economic inequality, viewing these as issues for the "human family" to solve 

together. 

Inclusivity: The concept transcends nationality, race, and religion, embracing all life forms, 

including animals and the environment. 
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Modern Application (G20): India's G20 Presidency (2023) highlighted this theme, 

promoting "One Earth, One Family, One Future" as a framework for global cooperation and 

peace.  

Vasudhaiva Kutumbkkam for Growth and Development: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, 

meaning "The World is One Family," is an ancient Indian philosophy promoting global unity, 

interdependence, and sustainable development. As the motto for India's G20 Presidency, it 

drives collaborative, inclusive growth by emphasizing shared responsibility, environmental 

sustainability, and leveraging technology for global well-being.  

Key Aspects for Growth and Development: 

One Earth, One Family, One Future: This guiding principle for the G20 emphasizes that 

all life is interconnected, necessitating collective action for a cleaner, greener, and more 

sustainable future. 

Inclusive Economic Growth: The philosophy fosters policies that promote equitable 

resource distribution and shared prosperity, rather than isolated development. 

Digital Transformation: India has leveraged this ethos to share its technological 

advancements, such as Aadhaar and UPI, providing tools for financial inclusion and digital 

empowerment on a global scale. 

Global Health & Solidarity: This principle guided India's humanitarian aid, including 

supplying vaccines and medicine to other nations during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sustainable Development: The concept advocates for environmentally responsible 

decisions, aiming to protect the planet for future generations.  

Conclusion: Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is not merely an idealistic, ancient philosophy but a 

practical,, essential framework for the 21st century. As the world faces complex, transnational 

challenges like climate change, pandemics, and inequalities, the philosophy of "One Earth, 

One Family, One Future" (the motto of India's G20 Presidency) offers a, necessary, shift from 

competitive, nationalistic, mindsets to a, cooperative, global community. By embracing this, 

vision, humanity can, forge a, path towards, a, more sustainable,, peaceful, and, equitable 

world.  

References:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasudhaiva_Kutumbakam. 

History Nicolas, & Banerjee. (2007). INVADING THE SACRED An Analysis of Hinduism 

Studies in America (Ramaswamy , Ed.). 

http://www.ctegujarat.org/
mailto:ctefeduinspire@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasudhaiva_Kutumbakam


EduInspire-An International E-Journal 
An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal   (www.ctegujarat.org) 

 Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter) Email:- ctefeduinspire@gmail.com  
 

 

Volume 13   Special Issue 1.1 181 February-2026 

 

EduInspire- E-Journal -ISSN- 2349-7076 
 

N, Dr. S., & Gayathri, A. N. (2021). VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM: A GLOBAL 

PERSPECTIVE OF WELLBEING. UNESCO. (2020). Global Citizenship Education: 

Topics and Learning Objectives.  

Dasavaikalika, 1.1, Dhammo mamgala mukkitham ahimsa samjamo tavo.  

Sri Sri Ravisanker—www.vasudhaivakutumbakam.com.  

Udara charitanam tu vasudhaiva kutumbakam.  

Sarve bhavantu sukhinah : sarve bhavantu niramaya.  

www.jagdishgandhi.org, p. 4-13.  

Adipurana 38.45, Manusyajatirekaiva.  

Dr. Sohan Raj Tater”s article Outcome of spirituality :Vasudhaivakutumbak 

 

http://www.ctegujarat.org/
mailto:ctefeduinspire@gmail.com

