Vol-13 Special Issue- 1.1 ISSN- 2349-7076

Edulnspire-An International E-Journal

An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal (www.ctegujarat.org)

Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter)
Patron: Prof. R. G. Kothari
Chief Editor: Prof. Jignesh B. Patel
Email:- Mo. 9429429550  ctefeduinspire@gmail.com

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” For Humanity, Peace, Growth and
Development

Dr.Manisha More
Assistant Professor
Kavikulguru Kalidas Sanskrit University’s College of Education, Ramtek, Maharashtra.

Abstract
In our rapidly changing and interconnected world, the wisdom of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”
resonates more deeply than ever. Our globe has transformed into a global village, where the
lines between nations, cultures, and people have blurred. Prime Minister of India Shri.
Narendra Modi has regularly invoked the spirit of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” in his
speeches to indicate that India deals with the world in the spirit of oneness—the whole world
as a family. But unfortunately, we are living in a scenario where we are seeing brutal wars
happening, and the ones who are suffering the most are the citizens living in these conflict
zones. The agony of suffering is attached to the idea of human rights exploitation, seen in

recent wars like that of Russia- Ukraine, Pahalgam attacked by terrorist in Jammu-Kashmir,

where innocent citizens are living in adversity and are denied the inalienable rights, which
were meant essentially for their protection, but have rather aggravated perils for them. We
can say that peace is endangered in our rapidly changing and interconnected world. That’s
why, it has become urgent need to embrace the philosophy of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”
and aspire to fashion a world where every individual is treated with fairness, dignity, and
integrity, and this is the main purpose of this research paper.
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Introduction:

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, the ancient Sanskrit philosophy meaning "The world is one
family," serves as a powerful framework for promoting humanity, peace, and global growth
and development. It emphasizes the inherent interconnectedness of all life and calls for a

collective responsibility toward the well-being of everyone.

The phrase “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (Sanskrit: Eligﬁ_q’ PCFIhHA) can be broken down

into three constituent words:
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Vasudha (Sanskrit: IUT) means ‘The Earth.’

Eva (Sanskrit: Ud) translates to ‘Is Thus.’
Kutumbakam (Sanskrit: CFIhH) means ‘Family.’

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” is a Sanskrit phrase that translates to “The world is one family”.
This ancient Indian philosophical idea says that the entire world is interconnected and all
people are part of a single global family. It promotes the values of unity, cooperation, and the
idea that we should treat everyone with kindness and empathy, regardless of their nationality,
race, or religion. It’s often used to emphasize the importance of global peace and
understanding among different cultures and nations.

The idea of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” transcends all boundaries of culture, religion, and
nationality. It highlights that beyond apparent distinctions and diversities, there exists an
underlying unity that binds all life forms, including humans, animals, plants, and the entire
natural world. This interconnectedness is not limited by boundaries or borders; it
encompasses the entire cosmos.

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakum” and Humanity

In a rapidly changing world driven by technology and global challenges, humanity—defined

by compassion, empathy, and ethical behaviour—serves as the moral compass that

guides innovation toward the greater good and fosters cooperation for shared existential
problems.

Balancing Modernity and Ethics: While science and technology drive unprecedented
progress, they also create complex ethical dilemmas, from the development of Al to climate
change. Humanity, through Vasudhaiv Kutumbakum provides the framework to navigate
these challenges and ensure that technology remains a tool for human flourishing, not an end
in itself.

Fostering Unity and Cooperation: The world is increasingly interconnected, yet often
deeply divided. Practicing humanity helps bridge cultural and national divides, promoting
understanding and tolerance. Global problems like climate change and inequality are
interdependent and can only be solved through international cooperation and a shared sense
of global identity.

Ensuring Sustainable Progress: Human activities have significantly impacted the
environment, leading to climate change and resource depletion. A commitment to humanity's
values is essential for developing sustainable practices and making responsible decisions that

balance economic growth with the preservation of the planet for future generations.
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Building Resilience and Well-being: Rapid change can lead to stress, anxiety, and a sense of
disconnection. Empathy, kindness, and strong social connections are crucial for individual
and collective resilience. Vasudhaiv Kutumbakum helps to inculcate human values; societies
can foster stronger communities and support systems that improve overall well-being and
mental health.

“Universal Brotherhood/Sisterhood: It promotes the value of every individual, fostering
mutual respect, empathy, and compassion, which are the foundations of a shared humanity.
Ethical Responsibility: It challenges individuals and nations to act with empathy and moral
responsibility toward all, advocating for actions like providing humanitarian aid regardless of
political interests, as seen in examples like India's COVID-19 vaccine diplomacy.

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” and Peace

Dialogue over Violence: It encourages resolving disputes through dialogue, mutual
understanding, and finding common ground rather than through conflict and coercion.

Global Solidarity: By viewing the world as one family, it inspires nations to cooperate in
addressing transnational issues and fosters a global support system where countries assist
each other in times of need, such as during natural disasters or health crises.

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” For Growth and Development

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam advocates for a model of progress that is inclusive, sustainable, and
equitable, benefiting all members of the global family.

Sustainable Development: The philosophy aligns with global sustainability goals by
emphasizing the interdependence of humans and the environment, promoting
environmentally sound and responsible decision-making.

Inclusive Economy: It calls for economic systems that ensure fair practices, equal
opportunities, and the just distribution of wealth, addressing issues like economic disparities
and poverty.

Knowledge Sharing: It promotes education and the free sharing of technology and resources
to empower developing communities and bridge divides, such as the digital divide.

India, for instance, adopted "One Earth, One Family, One Future" as the motto for its G20
Presidency, showcasing the practical application of this ancient wisdom on a global stage to

strive for just and equitable growth for all.
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Issues and Challenges —

Ego-Centric Nationalism and Political Interests: National self-interest and policies
prioritize individual nations over global cooperation on issues like climate change and
pandemics, impacting collective well-being.

Economic Inequality and Resource Disparities: Significant wealth gaps and unequal
distribution of resources create disparities between and within nations, hindering inclusive
development.

Cultural Clashes and Social Divisions: Prejudices and historical conflicts based on various
identities lead to social fragmentation and a lack of mutual respect necessary for global unity.
Lack of Effective Global Governance: Existing international bodies often struggle with
power imbalances and national interests, limiting their ability to address global challenges
effectively.

Geopolitical Conflicts and Violence: Ongoing conflicts and violence contradict the
principles of peace central to the philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.
Hyper-Individuality and Moral Erosion: An overemphasis on individual gain can

undermine collective responsibility and community well-being, making it difficult to

prioritize compassion and selfless service.

Resistance to Change: Shifting from nationalistic views to a global perspective faces

significant resistance.

Technological Disparities and Misuse: While technology connects, the digital divide and
misuse for harmful purposes can create new divisions.

Addressing these complex challenges requires sustained, collaborative efforts at all levels to
move Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam from an ideal to a reality.

Paths for inculcating “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” to globally for

humanity,peace,growth and development-

Global Alliances: Forming strong global partnerships for key issues like poverty, health, and
education, as suggested by socialresearchfoundation.com.

Unified Action: Creating collective international, national, and local responses to global
challenges like climate change,

Ethical Education: Integrating universal ethics and critical thinking, as promoted by
India's NEP2020, to foster global citizens.

However, no doubt the idea of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” is inspiring and an effective

antidote to above all this challenges but its realization requires collective efforts and a

Volume 13 Special Issue 1.1 141 February-2026



http://www.ctegujarat.org/
mailto:ctefeduinspire@gmail.com

Edulnspire- E-Journal -ISSN- 2349-7076

Edulnspire-An International E-Journal
An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal (www.ctegujarat.org)
Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter) Email:-ctefeduinspire@gmail.com

genuine commitment to unity. When we see the same consciousness in every person — then
we will be able to see the world as one family. We must strive to overcome the barriers of
ignorance, prejudice, and narrow-mindedness that hinder our ability to recognize the
interconnectedness of all life.

Conclusion —The idea of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” charts a course toward a brighter
future. Through the promotion of unity, cooperation, and mutual respect, we possess the tools
to address conflicts and reduce disparities. This endeavour can mould a world characterized
by greater peace, harmony, and inclusivity. “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam™ serves as a poignant
reminder that each person plays a pivotal role in the construction of a more promising world.
It is not just about peace and harmony among the societies in the world, but also about a truth
that somehow the whole world has to live by some rules like a family, set by an unknowable
source. Just by contemplating this idea and by at least trying to live by it and practice it in our
lives, we could make this world a better place.
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