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Abstract 

Education has always been regarded as a powerful instrument for social transformation and 

human development in Indian civilization. Rooted in ancient philosophical traditions, the 

Indian education system historically emphasized not only the acquisition of knowledge but 

also the cultivation of values, ethics, and holistic development of the individual. One of the 

most profound expressions of this value-oriented educational philosophy is the concept of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which signifies the idea that the entire world constitutes a single 

family. In the contemporary context, the Indian education system is experiencing significant 

changes driven by globalization, rapid technological advancements, socio-cultural shifts, and 

policy reforms such as the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. While these changes aim 

to enhance accessibility, quality, and employability, they have also intensified competition, 

individualism, and performance-oriented learning .In This present study attempts to examine 

the impact of the 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' values on promoting holistic development within 

the changing Indian education system. The objective of this study is to analyze how these 

indigenous values evolve over time and how they are integrated into the curriculum, 

pedagogy, and educational practices to cultivate socially responsible, emotionally balanced, 

and globally aware citizens in the 21st century. 

Key words :- Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,  Holistic Development, Inclusive Education, Social 

Harmony, Global Citizenship. 

Introduction:- The Indian education system has undergone continuous transformation from 

the Vedic period to the modern era. These changes are reflected in the objectives of 

education, curriculum, teaching–learning methods, and value orientation. In this changing 

educational context, it becomes essential to examine how the core values of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam have been influenced, transformed, or reinterpreted across different periods of 

Indian education. Understanding this relationship helps in assessing the continuity and 

relevance of value-based education in India. Therefore, the present study focuses on 
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analyzing the impact of period-wise educational changes on Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam values, 

highlighting their significance for nurturing ethical, socially responsible, and globally 

conscious citizens in the modern education system. 

Objective :- 

To examine the impact of period-wise educational changes on Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam    

values. 

To study the relevance of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam values in the contemporary Indian             

education system. 

Interpretation :- This analysis examines the impact of period-wise educational changes in 

Indian education – namely, the Vedic, Buddhist, medieval, British systems, the post-

independence era, and (NEP) 2020  on the value-based concept of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' 

(the world is one family). 

Vedic education system :- The Vedic period is considered a foundational stage of the Indian 

education system. Philosophically, Vedic literature such as the Vedas, Upanishads, and 

Smritis fostered unity, harmony, and respect for all forms of life. The value system of the 

Vedic era strongly supported the concept of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam', which symbolizes 

universal brotherhood and the idea that the entire world is one family.  education promoted 

virtues such as truthfulness (Satya), non-violence (Ahimsa), self-control, compassion, and 

duty (Dharma). These virtues fostered a sense of coexistence and moral responsibility 

towards society and nature. Education during this period served as a powerful medium for 

nurturing unity, harmony, and the holistic development of human beings, making it a 

significant point of reference for value-based education in contemporary times. 

Buddhist education system :- During the Buddhist period, education in India was deeply 

rooted in moral, philosophical, and humanistic values. The Buddhist education system 

emphasized equality, compassion, non-violence, and universal brotherhood, which aligns 

with the concept of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' . Education was open to all, regardless of 

caste, class, or gender, reflecting an inclusive and democratic spirit.  Buddhist-era education 

can be considered a practical manifestation of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. Its emphasis on 

compassion, inclusivity, and ethical values offers valuable insights for modern education 

systems seeking to promote global citizenship, peace, and an ethical way of life. 

Medieval education system:- During the medieval period of Indian history, a significant 

transformation occurred in the education system, heavily influenced by Islamic culture and 

administration. The availability of education in the medieval period was largely community-

centric and religion-centric, limiting its universal dissemination. To some extent, the 
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medieval education system fostered discipline, obedience, and moral conduct, which 

strengthened a sense of collective identity and communal harmony. In summary, the medieval 

period had a moderate and contextual impact on the values of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 

While education during this time reinforced moral and humanitarian values. within specific 

communities, its religious nature and limited accessibility restricted the universal application 

of this concept.  

British / Colonial  education system :- The British or Colonial period marked a major 

transformation in the Indian education system, as Western models of education were 

introduced primarily to serve administrative and economic objectives. The colonial education 

policy, particularly after Macaulay’s Minute on Education (1835), emphasized English 

language, Western sciences, and rational thinking. While this period contributed to 

modernization and the spread of formal education, it significantly affected the traditional 

value-based foundations of Indian education, including the concept of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam. colonial education adopted a utilitarian and individualistic approach, focusing 

on producing clerks and administrators for colonial governance. Indigenous knowledge 

systems, Indian philosophy, and moral values were largely marginalized. As a result, the 

holistic and universal worldview embedded in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam received limited 

attention within formal education. The emphasis shifted from moral and spiritual 

development to intellectual achievement and economic utility. 

Post independence education system :- In the early post-independence period (1947–1968), 

the University and Secondary Education Commissions laid the foundation for inculcating a 

value-based approach in Indian education. This approach indirectly revived the values of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam . The University Education Commission, established under the 

chairmanship of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, clearly stated that the purpose of higher education was 

not only knowledge creation but also character building and social responsibility. The 

commission emphasized developing human values, morality, tolerance, and international 

understanding through education.  

The Secondary Education Commission, chaired by Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar, 

recommended making secondary education life-oriented and value-based. The commission 

mentioned democratic values, social adjustment, cooperation, discipline, and morality as 

essential components for the personality development of students.  

The Kothari Commission viewed education as an instrument of social transformation linked 

to national development. By proposing the concept of a "Common School System," it 

underscored the need for equal and quality education for all social groups.  
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The National Education Policy of 1986 defined the objectives of education as holistic 

development, value inculcation, and social justice.  

The Right to Education Act of 2009 granted every child aged 6 to 14 years the fundamental 

right to free and compulsory education. This act Providing educational opportunities to all 

children without any discrimination is consistent with the idea of "considering the entire 

humanity as one family" in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 

(NEP 2020) and the Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam :- The National Education Policy 2020 is a 

significant and transformative step in the Indian education system. The main objective of this 

policy is holistic development, value-based education, inclusivity, and the revival of the 

Indian knowledge tradition.NEP  lays the foundation of the Indian knowledge system and 

promotes the "Think Global, Act Local" approach. By fostering global citizenship while 

cherishing Indian cultural values, this policy can be considered a modern educational 

manifestation of the values of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.    

Conclusion :-  

During the Vedic and Buddhist periods, education primarily emphasized morality, 

compassion, coexistence, and universal brotherhood, which were closely aligned with the 

values of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. In the Medieval and Colonial periods, education became 

more religion-centered and later limited to administrative and utilitarian needs, resulting in a 

reduced focus on value education. In the Post-Independence period, education aimed at 

nation-building, social equality, and the promotion of democratic values. In recent times, the 

NEP 2020 has renewed emphasis on Indian knowledge traditions, value-based education, and 

holistic development. The study reveals that although the form and implementation of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam values have changed over different educational periods, their 

relevance remains significant in the contemporary era of globalization and technological 

advancement. These values play a vital role in developing humanity, social harmony, ethical 

awareness, and global citizenship among learners. Therefore, the study highlights the 

importance of reinforcing Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam values within the changing Indian 

education system. 

Recommendation :- 

 Schools should adopt inclusive practices that respect cultural, linguistic, gender, and socio-

economic diversity, in alignment with the ideals of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and the 

principles of NEP 2020. 

Assessment systems should move beyond rote learning and include evaluation of attitudes, 

social responsibility, ethical behavior, and cooperative skills among learners. 
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Digital platforms should be utilized to foster global awareness, intercultural understanding, 

and collaborative learning experiences that reflect the universal outlook of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam 
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