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Abstract 

The Sanskrit maxim "Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam"—"the world is one family"—offers a 

normative framework for global cooperation, sustainable prosperity, and peace. Rooted in the 

Maha Upanishad and elaborated through Indian civilizational thought, it envisions all beings 

as members of a single moral community, transcending national, religious, and ethnic 

boundaries (Anonymous, 2021; Rao, 2023; Barbhuiya, 2025). Contemporary scholarship 

links this ethos to global citizenship, sustainable development, interreligious harmony, and 

new models of globalization, arguing that its internalization can support conflict resolution, 

inclusive prosperity, and environmental stewardship in the 21st century (Raina & Kumar, 

2023; Fraser et al., 2020; Tewari & Kumar, 2025; Sharma, 2024; Ghosh, 2020; Barbhuiya, 

2025). This paper synthesizes philosophical foundations and modern applications of 

Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam, and proposes it as a guiding principle for international harmony and 

shared prosperity. 

 

Introduction:  

Concept and Scriptural Roots:"Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam" derives from the Maha 

Upanishad and is widely glossed as "the whole earth is a family," encompassing humans, 

animals, plants, and the broader ecosystem (Anonymous, 2021; Rao, 2023; Shukla, 2023; 

Barbhuiya, 2025). The classical verse contrasts the "narrow-minded" who distinguish 

between "mine" and "stranger" with the "magnanimous" who regard the entire earth as one 

family (Raina & Kumar, 2023). This idea is embedded in a wider matrix of Indian ethical 

principles such as Satya, Ahimsa, Asteya, and Aparigraha, which emphasize truth, non-

violence, non exploitation, and non possessiveness as bases for social and ecological harmony 

(Raina & Kumar, 2023). 

Philosophical Foundations and Ethical Content:Indian thought associates Vasudhaiv 

Kutumbkam with interdependence, interconnectedness, and harmony, viewing global 
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citizenship as an old civilizational reality rather than a new political project (Tiwari, 2024; 

Barbhuiya, 2025). It implies: 

Interconnectedness and shared responsibility: all actions affect the wider human and 

ecological community (Barbhuiya, 2025). 

Unity in diversity: cultural, religious, and linguistic differences are to be celebrated, not 

feared (Raina & Kumar, 2023; Anonymous, 2021; Barbhuiya, 2025). 

Compassion and empathy: treating others as members of a common family, including across 

borders and identities (Anonymous, 2021; Barbhuiya, 2025). 

Comparable concepts such as Ubuntu (Africa) and Hongik Ingan (Korea) illustrate 

convergent moral intuitions about global ethical frameworks for peace and prosperity (Raina 

& Kumar, 2023; Putri, 2025). 

Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam, Prosperity, and Globalization: Recent work in development 

economics and Indian Knowledge Systems casts Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam as an alternative 

foundation for globalization oriented to shared prosperity, sustainability, and non-exploitation 

(Tewari & Kumar, 2025; Sharma, 2024; Tiwari, 2024). The phrase is explicitly invoked as a 

conceptual basis for: 

Global economic integration with ethical constraints, emphasizing equity, employment, and 

reduced regional disparities (Tewari & Kumar, 2025; Sharma, 2024). 

Balancing growth with environmental protection and sustainable living, aligning with 

Sustainable Development Goals (Tewari & Kumar, 2025; Sharma, 2024; Ghosh, 2020; 

Kumar et al., 2022). 

Innovation and entrepreneurship for peace and sustainability, where prosperity is pursued to 

benefit "one and all across the globe" and not a narrow set of actors (Kumar et al., 2022). 

India's use of "Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam – One Earth, One Family, One Future" as the G20 

theme frames globalization as a civilizational and ethical project rather than purely a market-

centric one, highlighting peace, equity, and environmental responsibility as conditions for 

durable prosperity (Raina & Kumar, 2023; Sharma, 2024; Ghosh, 2020; Muralidharan, 2021; 

Singh, 2025). 

International Harmony, Peace, and Human Rights:The universalist ethic of one global 

family has been proposed as a philosophical antidote to wars, human rights violations, and 

identity-based conflicts. It shifts attention from "us vs. them" politics to a cosmopolitan 

solidarity where suffering anywhere triggers moral concern everywhere (Anonymous, 2021; 

Kapoor, 2024; Rao, 2023; Muralidharan, 2021; Mathur, 2019; Soni, 2019). 

http://www.ctegujarat.org/
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Applications include:•Peace education and non-violent conflict resolution, in continuity with 

Gandhian philosophy and Indian traditions of universal brotherhood (Anonymous, 2021; 

Mathur, 2019; Soni, 2019). 

Interreligious and intercultural harmony, as seen in comparative work on Vasudhaiv 

Kutumbkam and Islamic ukhuwah insaniyyah to rebuild post conflict relations 

(Suryosumunar, 2021). 

Global governance and soft power, where India's civilizational ideals inform diplomatic 

engagement and norms of equal respect for all faiths and cultures (Raina & Kumar, 2023; 

Muralidharan, 2021; Singh, 2025; Srinivasan, 2025). 

During the COVID-19 crisis and other global emergencies, adopting a "world as family" 

mindset has been argued to enable multidirectional, mutually beneficial partnerships instead 

of purely market driven responses (Fraser et al., 2020; Raina & Kumar, 2023). 

Cultural Preservation and Social Cohesion:•In the context of globalization's pressures on 

local cultures, Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam functions as a communication and value framework 

that reinforces inclusive solidarity while preserving cultural identity (Putri, 2025). Coupled 

with concepts like Tri Hita Karana—harmony with God, fellow humans, and the 

environment—it strengthens intergenerational transmission of culture and social cohesion 

(Putri, 2025). Within the broader Indian Knowledge System, it undergirds pedagogy for 

global citizenship, compassion, and balance with nature, aligning educational reform with 

international harmony (Tiwari, 2024; Barbhuiya, 2025). 

Synthesis: Mechanisms Linking the Ethos to Prosperity and Harmony 

Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam: Pathways to Prosperity and Harmony 

Domain Mechanism Expected Outcome Citations 

Global economy Ethical globalization, 

non-exploitation, 

shared development 

Inclusive, sustainable 

prosperity 

(Tewari & Kumar, 

2025; Sharma, 2024; 

Raina & Kumar, 

2023; Kumar et al., 

2022) 

Peace & security Non-violent conflict 

resolution, global 

solidarity 

Reduced conflict, 

human rights 

protection 

(Anonymous, 2021; 

Kapoor, 2024; 

Mathur, 2019; Soni, 

2019) 

http://www.ctegujarat.org/
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Environment One family with 

nature, eco ethical 

living 

Climate action, 

sustainability 

(Raina & Kumar, 

2023; Sharma, 2024; 

Ghosh, 2020; Tiwari, 

2024; Barbhuiya, 

2025) 

Culture & education Global citizenship, 

cultural respect 

Social cohesion, 

reduced intolerance 

(Putri, 2025; Tiwari, 

2024; Barbhuiya, 

2025; Suryosumunar, 

2021; Muralidharan, 

2021) 

             Figure 1: How Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam operates across key global domains. 

Conclusion: The literature converges on Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam as a normative framework 

that integrates prosperity with peace, economic development with environmental stewardship, 

and national interest with global responsibility. Operationalizing this ethos—in education, 

diplomacy, economic policy, and corporate practice—offers a coherent path toward 

prosperity grounded in international harmony, rather than secured at its expense. 

References: 

Anonymous. (2021). Relevance and Acceptability of Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam in 

Contemporary World. Journal Global Values. 

https://doi.org/10.31995/jgv.2021.v12i01.010 

Barbhuiya, S. (2025). Indian Knowledge System (IKS): Its Implications in Social Life. 

International Journal on Science and Technology. 

https://doi.org/10.71097/ijsat.v16.i3.8082 

Fraser, N., Wooten, A., & Broxton, K. (2020). Exploring The World as A Global Family 

Instead of as A Global Marketplace: Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam in The COVID-19 

Environment. International Journal of Business and Applied Social Science. 

https://doi.org/10.33642/ijbass.v6n12p4 

Ghosh, B. (2020). A Critical Focus On The Aims Of Sustainable Development In The G 20 

Summit With Reference To The Context Of Vasudhaiba Kutumbkam And Tagore's Eco 

Ethical Living In Palli Prakriti. Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry. 

https://doi.org/10.53555/tojqi.v11i3.10351  

http://www.ctegujarat.org/
mailto:ctefeduinspire@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.33642/ijbass.v6n12p4
https://doi.org/10.53555/tojqi.v11i3.10351


EduInspire-An International E-Journal 
An International Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal   (www.ctegujarat.org) 

 Council for Teacher Education Foundation (CTEF, Gujarat Chapter) Email:- ctefeduinspire@gmail.com  
 

 

Volume 13   Special Issue 1.1 63 February-2026 

 

EduInspire- E-Journal -ISSN- 2349-7076 
 

Kapoor, N. (2024). The Philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam: A Path to Tranquility in 

Times of Turbulence. Journal of Contemporary Politics. 

https://doi.org/10.53989/jcp.v3i2.35 

Kumar, A., Kumar, A., Kumari, S., Kumari, N., Mishra, P., & Behura, A. (2022). Innovation 

and Entrepreneurship Leads to Sustainability and Peace. SMS Journal of 

Enterpreneurship & Innovation. https://doi.org/10.21844/smsjei.v9i01.12135 

Mathur, A. (2019). Swami Vivekanand's Historical Speech: Vedic Dharma; the Treasure of 

Spiritual, Ethical and Moral Values for Peace. Journal on Educational Technology, 9. 

https://doi.org/10.30954/2231-4105.02.2019.2  

Putri, K. (2025). VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBKAM DAN TRI HITA KARANA SEBAGAI 

MEDIA KOMUNIKASI HINDU DALAM MELESTARIKAN BUDAYA. JAPAM 

(Jurnal Pendidikan Agama). https://doi.org/10.25078/japam.v5i1.4446  

Rao, R. (2023). V-Shaped Economic Recovery Enablers V-change Global Order for Vasudev 

Kutumbkam by A Research Ideologue's 'V' for Vasudev!. International Journal of 

Research Publication and Reviews. https://doi.org/10.55248/gengpi.4.623.46459  

Raina, S., & Kumar, R. (2023). "Vasudaiva Kutumbkam-one earth, one family, one future: "- 

India's mantra for a healthy and prosperous earth as the G20 leader. Journal of Family 

Medicine and Primary Care,12, 191-193. https://doi.org/10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_254_23 

12.Sharma, R. (2024). Vision Viksit Bharat 2047: A Development Economics 

Perspective. VEETHIKA-An International Interdisciplinary Research Journal. 

https://doi.org/10.48001/veethika.1004007  

Shukla, A. (2023). India: navigating the challenges and opportunities of G20 leadership. The 

Round Table, 112, 86-87. https://doi.org/10.1080/00358533.2023.2165309 

Singh, P. (2025). INDIA'S G20 PRESIDENCY AND THE ROLE OF SOFT POWER. 

International Journal For Multidisciplinary Research. 

https://doi.org/10.36948/ijfmr.2025.v07i02.39546 

Soni, V. (2019). Gandhian philosophy in context to promoting peace education. International 

Journal of Humanities and Education Research. 

https://doi.org/10.33545/26649799.2019.v1.i2a.8 

Srinivasan, R. (2025). CULTURAL PLURALISM AND CIVILIZATIONAL HARMONY: 

INDIA'S DIALOGUE WITH THE WORLD. International Journal of Engineering 

Research and Science & Technology. 

https://doi.org/10.62643/ijerst.2025.v21.n4.pp398-406 

 

http://www.ctegujarat.org/
mailto:ctefeduinspire@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.30954/2231-4105.02.2019.2
https://doi.org/10.25078/japam.v5i1.4446
https://doi.org/10.55248/gengpi.4.623.46459
https://doi.org/10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_254_23
https://doi.org/10.48001/veethika.1004007

