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Abstract
In the contemporary globalized world, higher education faces the challenge of addressing
addressing social fragmentation, cultural diversity, and ethical concerns while preparing
learners for global citizenship. The ancient Indian philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,
which advocates the idea of “one world, one family,” offers a strong socio-cultural foundation
for value-based education. The present study explores the need for curriculum design in
higher education that emphasizes global human values, with special reference to preservice
teachers. Using a descriptive survey method, data were collected through a Google Form
consisting of close-ended Yes/No questions. The findings reveal overwhelming support

among preservice teachers for integrating global human values, inclusivity, empathy, and

cultural respect into higher education curricula. The study highlights the crucial role of
societies and communities in reinforcing these values and underscores the importance of
curriculum reform aligned with the vision of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.
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Introduction:

Higher education plays a vital role in shaping not only intellectual competence but also the
ethical, social, and cultural consciousness of learners. In recent times, issues such as cultural
intolerance, social inequality, and weakening human relationships have emphasized the need
for education systems that promote universal values and social harmony. The National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 strongly advocates holistic and value-based education that
fosters constitutional values, global citizenship, and respect for cultural diversity. It also
highlights the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) to preserve indigenous

wisdom and ethical traditions.The philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, deeply rooted in
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Indian thought, emphasizes universal brotherhood, mutual respect, and interconnectedness of
humanity. This socio-cultural vision aligns with global educational goals that stress
inclusivity, empathy, and shared responsibility. In this context, curriculum design in higher
education must move beyond academic content to incorporate global human values.
Preservice teachers, as future educators, play a crucial role in transmitting these values to
society and communities, making their perspectives essential for understanding the relevance
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in contemporary education.

Review of Related Literature:Existing literature emphasizes that value-based education is
essential for holistic development and social cohesion. Studies have shown that integrating
ethical and cultural values in higher education promotes empathy, social responsibility, and
global citizenship. Research on indigenous philosophies highlights Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
as a powerful framework for fostering peace and cultural harmony. Scholars also argue that
teacher education programs are instrumental in shaping educators who can nurture inclusive
and empathetic learning environments. Additionally, community participation and societal
engagement are considered crucial in reinforcing values learned through formal education.
The literature supports the idea that curriculum design rooted in cultural philosophy and
global ethics can address current socio-cultural challenges in higher education.

Research Objectives

To examine preservice teachers’ perceptions of global human values in higher education.

To study the relevance of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in the present educational context.

To analyze the role of teacher education in promoting social responsibility and global
citizenship.

To explore the need for curriculum design emphasizing “one world, one family.”

Research Questions

Do preservice teachers feel connected to the idea of “one world, one academic community”?
Is Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam perceived as relevant in today’s educational system?

Does teacher education promote social responsibility, empathy, and inclusivity?

Is there a need for curriculum design that emphasizes global human values?

Research Methodology

Research Design

The study adopted a descriptive survey method to collect and analyze data related to
perceptions of preservice teachers.

Sample

The sample consisted of preservice teachers enrolled in teacher education programs.
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Sampling Technique

Purposive sampling was used to select respondents who possess foundational knowledge of
education and curriculum studies.

Tool for Data Collection

A Google Form was used as the data collection tool. The questionnaire included 15 close-
ended questions of the Yes/No type, focusing on global human values, Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, and higher education.

Data Analysis:The collected data were analyzed using percentage analysis, which is
appropriate for descriptive survey research.

Data Analysis:The analysis of responses shows a strong inclination among preservice
teachers toward global human values and the philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. A
large majority of respondents expressed a sense of belonging to “one world, one academic
community” and acknowledged the relevance of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in the current
educational system. Most participants agreed that teacher education programs foster social
responsibility, empathy, and readiness to work in diverse societies. The data also indicate

strong agreement that teachers play a key role in promoting global citizenship and unity

among students. Respondents overwhelmingly supported the idea that higher education

should extend beyond academic knowledge to nurture human values and that inclusive

education reflects the spirit of universal familyhood. There was near-unanimous agreement
on the role of digital learning platforms in connecting learners globally and on the
responsibility of future teachers to promote unity. Importantly, all respondents supported the
need for curriculum design that emphasizes global human values for “one world, one family.”

Graphical Representation

12. Do you think education should promote the idea of humanity as one family? 15. Do think there should a curriculum design that emphasizes global human values for one world,

45 responses one family?
45 responses

® Yes

@ No

Fig.1 Responses of the participants Fig, 2 Reaponses of the
participants

Findings and Discussion

The findings reveal an exceptionally positive attitude among preservice teachers toward
value-based education. The strong endorsement of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam indicates its

relevance as a guiding socio-cultural principle in higher education. The results suggest that
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teacher education programs are effective in cultivating empathy, inclusivity, and social
responsibility. The support for digital learning as a means of global connection reflects
changing educational landscapes. The findings also highlight the interconnected role of
societies and communities in reinforcing educational values, aligning with the sub-theme of
the conference. Overall, the study confirms that curriculum design rooted in global human
values can strengthen social harmony and cultural understanding.

Conclusion: The study concludes that there is a compelling need for curriculum design in
higher education that emphasizes global human values guided by the philosophy of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. Preservice teachers strongly support the integration of ethical
values, cultural respect, empathy, and global citizenship into educational frameworks. Such
curriculum reforms can help higher education institutions contribute meaningfully to social
cohesion and the development of responsible global citizens. The vision of “one world, one
family” remains highly relevant in addressing contemporary socio-cultural challenges.
Recommendations

Higher education curricula should integrate global human values across disciplines.

Teacher education programs should explicitly include Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and Indian

Knowledge Systems.

Institutions should strengthen collaboration with societies and communities to reinforce

value-based learning.

Digital platforms should be effectively utilized to promote intercultural dialogue and global

connectivity.
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