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Introduction:-

Combining Modern Pedagogy with Ancient Wisdom The convergence of inclusive education
and Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam—"the world is one family"—represents the apex of global
human growth as we traverse the challenges of 2026. This Sanskrit philosophy, which has its
roots in the Maha Upanishad, holds that everything in theworldisinterrelated. When it comes
to education, it advocates for a deep sense of universal belonging rather than just the practical
integration of varied students. In 2026, inclusive education is seen as the fundamental
pedagogical framework that acknowledges each student as a vital member of a global home,
rather than as a peripheral strategy for excluded groups

Philosophical Underpinnings: "Othering' Is Over.

The core of Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam is its explicit rejection of discrimination. The scripture
states:

“Ayam nijah paroveti ganana laghuchetasam, udaracharitanam tu vasudhaiva kutumbakam"
This is how narrow-minded people think: "This person is mine, and this one is a stranger."
The world is one family to those with big hearts.)

Life'sunity :This idea encompasses not just human interactions but also the environment and
all living things in the educational framework of 2026. It encourages the "One Earth, One
Family, One Future" mentality that was the focal point of India's G20 presidency and has
subsequently evolved into a norm for teaching global citizenship.

Interdependence and Universal Brotherhood: One's activities have an effect on the entire,
according to the philosophy. In 2026, as students address global health, digital ethics, and
climate change, this will be extremely pertinent. The emphasis in education nowadays is that

"no one is safe until everyone is safe."
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Policy Implementation: The Educational Environment in 2026

In 2026, India's National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 achieved a critical maturation phase
and became a global model for balancing traditional values with contemporary equity.
Equitable Access for SEDGs:

The program gives Socio-Economically Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) top priority,
guaranteeing that children from a variety of backgrounds—such as those with disabilities,
those from tribal communities, and those living in extreme poverty—are not only "enrolled"
but also "included." The Bridge of Multilingualism: The "family" spirit is reflected in NEP
2020's promotion of the mother tongue in early education, which recognizes that a child's
home language is an essential component of their identity within the global family.
Zones for Special Education (SEZs): By 2026, these zones will have effectively closed the
gap between urban and rural areas by supplying remote areas with high-tech resources,
demonstrating that "family" resources are distributed fairly. The Ministry of HRD is
conscious of the changing scenario, and has been taking right steps to mitigate adverse impact
of growing 'exclusiveism' within the society, which many agree would not be in the best
interest of the future generation.

who were excluded until now on the basis of their disability get a chance to get into the

mainstream with other able children. I think the same approach should be extended to the

eco-nomically and socially excluded children, if we are really to do justice to all sections of
the society under the 'Right to Education'.

Traditionally, the Indian community has been fragmented on the basis of caste, region,
language and so on. In such a scenario do you think Inclusive Educational policy could help
bridge these divides?

The socio economic landscape of the country is rapidly changing and now the factors like
caste, creed, region are becoming less significant. Today, they are being looked upon as
residual factors that could only impede the educational development and growth of a learner.
So it is the change in the mindset which drives us to promote Inclusive Education.

The society has begun to realize that the division based human regimentation leads to
marginalisation of the value of human abilities and talents. Since diversity is a social forte,
the emerging educational orientations are keen to bring to the mainstream, learners with
different abilities from di-verse socio economic sectors. No wonder, today, the society
strongly advocates Inclusive Education to bring together all human resources, inviting one-

and-all to be a part of Holistic National Development.
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How can the government enforce Inclusive Education policy in private schools?

The educational policies of the government are generally based on the social and
developmental needs of society and to realize this, the pol-icy initiatives aim at optimizing
human empowerment. Both the pubic and the private educational arrangements broadly
respond to these developmental initiatives. If both public and private institutions are equally
empowered to facilitate the implementation of developmental agenda by introducing
mechanisms to meet the requirement of human resources (like special teachers), facilitates
com-prehensive health care and the financial resources to meet the challenges due to this
inclusion, hopefully there shall be no problem. While saying so it may also be noted that for
the success of Inclusive Education, change in the mindset is a precondition for
implementation.

The foundations of inclusive education in 2026

Four essential dimensions characterize modern inclusion:

Neurodiversity and Physical Capability: Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is currently
used in mainstream schools. In 2026, students with visual, aural, or cognitive disabilities will
be able to learn in real time alongside their peers because to Al-driven adaptive solutions.
Cultural Responsiveness: Classrooms are "culturally sustaining," which means they actively

exploit students' varied histories and languages as a main learning resource rather than merely

tolerating variety.

Gender Inclusion: Schools have put in place specific safety and hygienic measures thanks to
the Gender Inclusion Fund, guaranteeing that females and transgender pupils have equal
"seats at the table."

Socio-Economic Solidarity: Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) has been widely adopted as a
result of the "One Family" philosophy, guaranteeing that making sure that superior digital
material is a "public good" as opposed to a luxury.

Strategic Execution: Transitioning from Speech to Actualityln 2026, schools have
implemented certain tactics to move from a catchphrase to a lived reality:

The instructor as "Sutradhar" (the facilitator)

The educator's job has changed. Teachers receive training to become Sutradhars, or those who
connect the various strands of the classroom. In order to prevent teachers from
unintentionally excluding pupils on the basis of caste, religion, or aptitude, "Implicit Bias
Training" is now required.

Support Systems Mediated by Peers

In 2026, classrooms are moving away from extremely competitive individual grading and
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toward "Collaborative Learning Groups." Similar to the support network of a functional
family, the advancement of the student who struggles the most is linked to the success of the
highest-achieving student in these groups.

International Classroom Exchanges

These days, technology enables "Virtual Borderless Classrooms." A Brazilian school and a
rural Keralan school can work together on a sustainability initiative. The notion that the globe
is, in fact, one family is strengthened by this real-life experience.

Challenges and the Path Forward

Even with the advancements in 2026, a number of obstacles still exist:

The Digital Divide: Despite DPI's assistance, "last mile" connectivity in hilly or conflict-
prone areas continues to be a barrier to inclusion.

Enshrined Prejudices: Modern radicalism or exclusionary ideologies frequently oppose
ancient beliefs. Resource Allocation: A substantial financial investment in specialist
educators and assistive technology is necessary for true inclusion.

Conclusion: The moral and practical compass required for the twenty-first century is
provided by the combination of comprehensive education and Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. It
implies that education should create compassionate people who understand the intrinsic value

of every person rather than just competent labor for a cutthroat market. By considering the

classroom as a little version of the global family, we cultivate a generation that views

diversity as the same thing that unites the world rather than as a barrier.
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